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Turnover breaks the sound barrier of a quarter of a billion euros 

Mercateo has once again grown profitably in 2017 

Munich, 1st February 2018 – Mercateo AG exceeded the sales mark of a quarter of a billion euros for the 

first time in the fiscal year 2017. The preliminary figures for 2017 record sales of 254 million euros. 

Compared to the previous year, gross profit rose by more than 20 per cent to over 29 million euros with a 

simultaneous positive net profit for the year. Mercateo has been operating Europe’s largest B2B 

marketplace since 2000 as well as the B2B networking platform Mercateo Unite since March 2017. The 

company is active in 14 European countries. Mercateo employs more than 500 employees, 23 of whom are 

young people in training. 

 

Mercateo was once again able to record profitable growth in the 2017 fiscal year: “We have not only exceeded 
the impressive quarter of a billion with our sales but also further increased our profitability with a gross profit of 
over 29 million euros,” explains Peter Ledermann, Co-CEO at Mercateo and in charge of Finance and Human 
Resources. “We can attribute the turnover increase to what are known as our system customers. These 
customers have actively chosen us by using relevant Mercateo system functionalities and are also impressed by 
the strategic orientation of our networking platform Unite.” 
 
In March 2017, Mercateo launched the networking platform Unite, which positions itself neutrally between 
suppliers and purchasers in the B2B sector. Right in the very first year, it was possible to acquire the world’s 
leading provider of e-procurement solutions, SAP Ariba, as a partner for an exclusive collaboration with Unite. 
BIP Investment Partners from Luxembourg are also convinced of Mercateo’s vision: as a strategic investor, the 
company contributed a double-digit million figure in the middle of the year, thus strengthening the capital base 
of Mercateo.  
 
“We are naturally delighted about this kind of external confirmation,” says Ledermann. “We would not achieve 
our goals without our motivated employees. Our team grew to 500 colleagues last year. We were particularly 
pleased that we were able to fill all of the advertised training positions in August 2017, contrary to the market 
trend. Mercateo has established itself as an employer and trainer in the market,” says the chairman with 
satisfaction, and offers an outlook for the new fiscal year: “In 2018, we are planning growth acceleration for the 
key turnover and earnings figures,” announces Ledermann. “In addition to our core business, we will continue 
to focus on the further establishment of Unite and will continue to grow profitably.” The company’s 
international business will also be expanded further. Additional suppliers of e-procurement and ERP systems 
are also set to be acquired as interface partners. 
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Peter Ledermann, Co-CEO at Mercateo and in charge of Finance and Human Resources 
 
  



Press Release 

p 3/3 

About Mercateo 

Mercateo combines the benefits of a B2B marketplace and a networking platform. Purchasers, suppliers, 
manufacturers and service providers connect up their systems via this infrastructure and handle transactions 
digitally with each other, regardless of their previous degree of digitalization. Purchasers and suppliers thus 
make their business processes more efficient through standardization and also benefit from a diverse range and 
direct relationships with their partners: purchasers gain an individually appropriate offer. Suppliers tap into 
new target groups or focus more intensively on existing customers, thus meeting the expectations of customers 
with regard to efficient purchasing processes and service. 
Besides the networking platform, which positions itself neutrally between suppliers and purchasers in the B2B 
field, Mercateo has been operating what is now Europe’s largest B2B marketplace since 2000. Mercateo 
increased its turnover to more than 250 million euros in 2017. The company has more than 500 employees 
throughout Europe and is currently active in 14 countries. 
 
Press releases and images to download: 
http://www.mercateo.com/corporate/presselounge/pressemitteilungen 

More information about Mercateo: 
http://www.mercateo.com/corporate/ 

More information about Mercateo Unite: 
https://unite.eu 
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